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Is your SIMO member-
ship vp-to-date?

Dwr hardworking treasurer
Margaret Nash wants it

to be known that member-
ship fees are now due.
New members are
welcpme foa.

Please make Margaret’s
day: send & cheque fa
S5IMO - §11 far single
membership, $13.20 far
a famify, 25.50 far
concession/student -
alang with your particu-
lars: name, email address,
or postal address if you
wish to receive the

S5IMO Newslefter by post,
The SIMO Treasurer

Py Box 4

Point Lookowut 4183,

Stradbroke Island Management Organisation

Summer 2006

SIMO was formed in 1978 by concemed island residents and wisitors.
BIMO members wish o ensure that Stradbroke [siand's special
environment ahd charactar are frefained through wise development
into the future.

Annual AGM
SIMO's 24th annual General Meating was held at the Point
Lookout Hall on Saturday 5 August 2006, Qur guest speakears
were Nikki Parker and Simon Birrell, veterans of successful
battles to save old growth forest in the Obway Ranges in Victoria
from becoming lapaness wrapping paper, and public land known
as Pooh Corner in Queensland from sale for development.
They affered inspirational and practical advice on how to conduct
an aeffective environmental, community-driven campaign.

SIMO is not shart of worthy causes on the island to fight for,
The hot topic, not surprising in the worst drought on record, is
turning out to be water,

President’s report: Jennie Truman

Water: SIMO members met the Minister for Natural Resources,
Mines and Water, Henry Palaszczuk [since resigned], to discuss
water, Evervone is talking water, and everyone is looking at
getting their hands on mare of the Island’s pristine groundwater,
SIMO asked for the installation of four new automatic monitaring
stations, at $10,000 each, so that surface water flow can be cal-
culated. The Minister told us that the Premier would ask Redland
Shire Council for 20 megalitres per day from the island.

The SIMD committee has approved the formation of a Water
Action Group to make sure that authorities and stakeholders can
agree on a sustainable vield and recharge rate, based on up-to-
date scientific manitaring data, and to lobby for the completion
af the Whole of Island Groundwater Model with all its recom-
mendations enacted.

The Revised Draft of the Point Lookouwt Movement Study: back
in Juby 2001 a well-attended traffic conference was held at the

Hall to discuss concerns in the community regarding safety and
cangestion, The Council undertook a Movement Study in 2003,
This Revised Report is from that study, However, SIMO is
concerned that it doesn't really address the problems aired at
the conference, SIMO has made a submission stating the Report
should focus more on de-commissioning the Main road, on
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Wildlife Encounters

Trumans” humpback
whale count this season
was 2033, The average
pod has increased to 2-3
whales and the size of the
whales has also incroased,
and we have seen al least
12 newborn calves.

The Short-falled Shear-
waters ([mutton birds)
returned this year migrat-
ing south through The
Group in huge rumbers
between 4th-5th October,
There was a continuous
brown streak of birds from
early morning to mid-
afternoon. Last year was
Ehe first time in 15 yoars
that we hadnt seen
mutton birds migrate.

Strang north-east winds
swept thousands of plank-
tonic By-tho-wind Sailors
{elella velolla) onto the
shore in September,

All the sea furtle nests
this past season were
washed away by high
seas, But it fs mating
season again and already
SOMe amorous and
dangorous-lacking mating
has been going on in
Frenchmans Bay. Mating
will ococur over November-
Decomber, and then keep
a lookout for turlle tracks
and nests all you early
morning beach walkers,

Sorme interesting birds
have been sighted - a
Boach Shone Curfew pair
at Flinders, some Casplan
Terns and Black Noddys
and some amazing
Northern Glant Pelrels.

The weird purple, bali-
topped Jollyfish we found
four years ago on
Frenchmans showed up
again this winter. Thera
5 gexciternent abt Dunwich
Research Station because
it may be a new species.
Jennie Truman

reducing the speed to 40km/hr, and concentrating on the
amenity and safety of cyclists and pedestrians.

Froposed new sewerage treatment plant for Point Lookout:
Redland Waste and Water told us that the proposal is awaiting
Environmental Protection Authority approval. Then once Redland
Shire Council has also approved the proposal, construction can
start in 2007,

CRL: SIMO members have been attending the Environmental
Working Group meetings organized by Consolidated Rutile Led
to inform stakeholders of mining ocperations. CEL was fined
£12.375.00 for an incident invelving 70,000 tonnes of sand
slipping into an off-path area.

Jennie thanked Susan and Bruce Martin for donating the red
paper banners for the Jellyfish Book, proclaiming it a Mew
Edition. And a big thankyou also went to Elinor Drake and her
mother Alison Drake for Elinor's book, A Taste of Stradbroke,
which has been very successful. SIMO has received donations

from the book sales totalling £5,900 so far.

Treasurers’ reports
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Beiow: fbig mine site,
2005,

On the laft you can soo
the scar where A0,000
tannes of sand cascaded
into the undisturbed
valiey, DUrying tree frunks
metres deop.

CRL was fned for this
breach, Dut no conviction
was recordad,

fo the right yvou can see
the back of the so-called
‘Hisoriented dunea’, This
large body af sand tailings
has been amassed Across
the valley In a formation
that lles at right angles

to the prevallaing south-
aast to north-west winds
that over thousanads of
yaars hawve created the
Island’s large transgressive
parabolic dune system.
Phata by Susan Martin

Update on the Ibis ‘dune’

Our last Newsletter reported that the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) had issued CRL with an Environmental Evaluation
Motice regarding the post-mine landform at Ibis mine placed
across a valley and boxing In Mungaree Lagoon. EPA'S grounds
for requiring an investigation: "the administrating authority is
satisfied on reasonable grounds that the placement, storage and
rehabilitation of mine materials across a valley adjacent to
Mungaree Lagoon on Mining Lease (ML) 1121, at the Ibis mine,
rather than with the natural alignment parallel to the valley, has
the potential to cause environmental harm”.

CEL has appealed the notice on two occasions, the second to
the Flanning and Environment Court. During mediation, the EPA
and CEL agresd to an amended Motice, CRL now has until
March 2007 to respond to the Evaluation Notice, SIMC and FOSI
members were not happy with the slow progress. It has taken
four years to get to this stage, and now we have o wait
another six months for a decision. We met the Executive
Director of Environmental Operations at EPA to express our
frustration. It was a positive mesating with agreements on
improved communications and the provision of progress reports,

Water Action Group
The Water Action Group is in full swing with a series of meetings
held at the Dunwich Research Station, Participation ranges from
indigenous representatives to CRL officers, indicating the extant
to which the island’s water is a concern to the broad community,
The aims of the meetings are to gather existing information
and facts, ascertain whats missing and data that's incorrect, to
ensure that any decision for future water extraction is based on
complete and sound scientific evidence, Current scientific data
are incomplete and contain large errors and assumptions,
Redland Shire Council delivers a repart on November 1 2006
informing the Premier how much water the Redlands can supply
to the SEQ Water Grid, The Water Action Group’s next action
is to obtain and critique this report {which is not expected to be
released publiclhy)., SIMC and FOSI have emploved a hydrologist
to do this and to make recommendations on further action.



Give a wonderful Christmas present twice over

A Taste of Stradbroke s an affordable and practical Christmas
gift that gives pleasure to those who receive it and at the same
tirme benefits SIMO.

Where else will yvou find a recipe for Rum-Glazed Brown Lake
Brownies by Drew Brake, or Frank Lambert's infamous Frank's
Fury? The cookbook is peppered with lovely illustrations of local
scenery sketched by local artists.

The funds from the sale of A Taste of Stradbroke are donated
ta SIMO, and this is proving a great boost to our coffers.

Ta order a copy, contact Elinor Drake on 3409 8546 or by
email = edrake@acfip.org.

Elinor is happy to mail books anywhere in the world, with a
gift note from the giver.

If wou are on the island, A Taste of Stradbroke is available for
£19.90 from the island newsagencies.

Jellyfish Book: the quintessential island reference

The 2004 revised North Stradbroke Island book is also available
fram the island's newsagents, or we can post copies bo main-
[and members, The price is $27.50 a copy. Just phone our
Books Treasurer Gail Bell on 3409 7158,

Narth Stradbroke Island = familiarly known as the Jellyfish
Book - documents the island s natural and social environments.
The book quickly became a classic when it was first published in
1981. The updated edition is a must-have for Stradbroke Island
lovers, with facts on an amazing variety of topics including
indigenouws and European history, and lists of amphibians, birds,
flora, shipwrecks and street names.

SIMO hopes that a deeper understanding of Stradbroke's social
and natural environments will lead to informed planning that
preserves the islands unique character,

Cylinder update: Cr Craig shows locals version 4 of Coundil’s design for a bus turnaround and
car park in the beach park. A far cry from versions 1, 2, 3, but still too many car spaces...
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